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Southern Chester County demographic, economic and education statistics for the past decade are presented with 
a focus on children and ¢ƛŎƪ ¢ƻŎƪ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ ¦Φ{ΦΣ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ and Chester County, 
demographics are provided for added perspective. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Tick Tock Early Learning Center has provided high quality, affordable early childhood learning opportunities to 

working families since 1964.1 Tick Tock serves about 100 students ages 18 months through pre-kindergarten and 

offers before- and after-school programs for students in kindergarten through 16 years of age. About 80 percent of 

¢ƛŎƪ ¢ƻŎƪΩǎ students are Hispanic and speak Spanish as their primary language.  

tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ όh/59[ύ, which provides policy and procedural 

oversight for early learning programs, has designated Tick Tock as a STAR 4 ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 

rating. OCDEL states that only 6 percent of children under age five in Pennsylvania are served in STAR 3 and STAR 4 

programs. OCDEL states, άResearch consistently shows that at-risk children benefit from quality early learning 

opportunities, with economic and educational benefits that extend to our families, communities, and the state.έ 

(Pennsylvania Office of Child Development and Early Learning, 2019) 

This report presents southern Chester County demographic, economic and education data for the area comprising 

Avon Grove School District, Kennett Consolidated School District, Oxford Area School District and Unionville-

Chadds Ford School District. Information is also presented for Tick Tock Early Learning Center, located in Avondale, 

Pennsylvania, and its five-mile radius that includes some of PennsylvaniaΩǎ most at-risk students. 

The 2013-17 American Community Survey 5-Year estimates (2017 ACS 5YR) reported that southern Chester County 

is home to 21.4 percent ƻŦ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀtion, 46.9 percent ƻŦ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

64.5 percent ƻŦ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴΦ !ōƻǳǘ фл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ 

mushroom farms, producing nearly half of U.S. Agaricus mushrooms by weight, are within 5 miles of Tick Tock and 

serve as the nucleus ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ The 2017 ACS 5YR reported that the percentage of jobs in 

the agricultural sector in the U.S., Pennsylvania and Chester County was 1.9 percent, 1.4 percent and 2.7 percent, 

respectively. In the area comprising Avondale Borough, Kennett Square Borough and Toughkenamon, served by 

Tick Tock, 32.1 percent of workers were employed in agriculture and 50.3 percent spoke Spanish as their primary 

language at home. The Hispanic population within 5 miles of Tick Tock increased from 5,856 in 2000 to 10,565 in 

2010, or by 80.4 percent. 

²ƘƛƭŜ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƛƴ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ м.3 percent 

nationally, the number of southern Chester County children ages 5-17 in poverty climbed steadily after the Great 

Recession to a peak of 2,075 (9.5%) children in 2014, when the poverty threshold for a family of two adults and 

two children was $24,008. The number of southern Chester County children ages 5-17 in poverty was 1,494 in 

2017, which was 39.2 percent above 2007 (pre-recession) levels. 

The number of southern Chester County students who experienced homelessness during the school year increased 

from 190 students in 2011-12 (earliest year available) to a peak of 494 students in 2013-14. There were 345 

homeless students in 2017-18, still 81.6 percent higher than the number in 2011-12. There were 452 evictions in 

southern Chester County in 2012 through 2016. Evictions have long-lasting, negative impacts on families in terms 

of poverty, health and education. The number of students who qualified for free or reduced price lunch in 2018-19 

was 5,644, or 32.3 percent. The number of low income students increased from 3,294 (17.8%) in 2008-09 to 5,130 

(27.5%) in 2016-17, or by 55.7 percent. Enrollment increased just 0.74 percent during the same period. 

                                                                 
1
 Tick Tock Early Learning Center was incorporated in 1964 under its legal name, Southern Chester County Day Care Association, and received 

its U.S. tax-exempt nonprofit 501(c)(3) status in 1965. 
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POVERTY 
The Great Recession of December 2007 through June 2009 has had a lasting negative economic impact on 

ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ /ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻƻǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ς those living paycheck to paycheck, young 

families with children, single mothers, and immigrants. 

POVERTY METRICS 

¢ǿƻ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƳŜǘǊƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ άtƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ 

.ǳǊŜŀǳ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ¦Φ{Φ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ άtƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎέ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ U.S. Department 

of Health & Human Services (HHS) and are used to determine eligibility for free or reduced price school meals. 

Poverty guidelines are a simplified version of poverty thresholds. Both measures of poverty are used to determine 

eligibility for local, state and federal assistance. They are considered metrics by which to measure degrees of 

poverty, as opposed to clearly delineated lines describing those who are poor and those who are not poor. For 

example, students in families earning up to 185 percent of HHS poverty guidelines are eligible for free or reduced 

price school meals. 

Poverty thresholds. The weighted average poverty threshold for a family of four was $24,858 in 2017 (U.S. Census 

Bureau, 2017). Final poverty thresholds are published in September for the prior calendar year. 

Poverty guidelines. The 2019 poverty guidelines for a family of four, in effect as of January 11, 2019, is $25,750 

(U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, 2019). Poverty guidelines are published in January and are based on 

poverty thresholds from two years prior, adjusted for inflation. For example, the 2019 poverty guidelines published 

in January 2019 were based on the final 2017 poverty thresholds published in September 2018. 

LIVING WAGE 

aΦLΦ¢ΦΩǎ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ²ŀƎŜ /ŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƻǊ όhttp://livingwage.mit.edu) estimates minimum wage and income levels required to 

remain above poverty and to subsist without public assistance and without housing insecurity or food insecurity 

(Glassmeier, 2019). The calculations consider food, child care, medical, housing, transportation and other costs, 

and do not allocate expenditures for things like entertainment, restaurant meals, vacations or savings. 

The 2018 living wage for Chester County, Pennsylvania was $30.60 per hour for one working adult with two 

children, $25.95 per hour for two adults (1 working) with two children, and $16.60 per hour for two working adults 

with two children. The minimum annual income before taxes required to subsist without outside assistance in 

Chester County was $63,652 for one working adult with two children, $53,977 for two adults (1 working) with two 

children, and $69,059 for two working adults with two children. 

MINIMUM WAGE 

In January 2019, the federal minimum wage ǿŀǎ ϷтΦнрΦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ǿŀge was $7.25. Adjacent state 

minimum wages were $8.75 in Delaware, $10.10 in Maryland, $8.85 in New Jersey, $11.10 in New York, $8.55 in 

Ohio and $8.75 in West Virginia (U.S. Department of Labor: Wage and Hour Division, 2019).  
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HOMELESS STUDENTS 

The number of southern Chester County students who experienced homelessness during the school year increased 

from 190 students in 2011-12 to a peak of 494 students in 2013-14. There were 345 homeless students in 2017-18, 

still 81.6 percent higher than the number in 2011-12 (Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2018). 

TABLE 1. STUDENT HOMELESSNESS (UNIQUE COUNTS) 

School Year 

Avon 
Grove 
School 
District 

Kennett 
Square 
School 
District 

Oxford 
Area 

School 
District 

Unionville- 
Chadds Ford 

School 
District 

Southern 
Chester 
County 

2011-12 62 96 32 Less than 10 190 

2012-13 61 167 46 Less than 10 274 

2013-14 111 296 87 Less than 10 494 

2014-15 100 244 83 15 442 

2015-16 103 222 83 14 422 

2016-17 101 166 69 13 349 

2017-18 107 158 65 15 345 
Source: 3TU4TUtŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
and Youth Experiencing Homelessness ProgramUU3T4T. 

 

EVICTIONS 

Evictions are not only a result of poverty, but cause devastating social impacts including poverty and diminished 

quality of education and health for those affected, compounding disparities within communities. There were 1,005 

eviction filings and 452 evictions in southern Chester County during 2012-2016. Evictions are generally handled in 

county courts and begin with an eviction filing that does not necessarily result in an actual eviction. 

In 2018Σ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 9ǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ [ŀō ōŜƎŀƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŘŀǘŀΣ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ нллл-

2016, by geographies including census block groups, census tracts, places, counties, states and the U.S. The 

Eviction Lab is directed by Matthew Desmond, whose Pulitzer Prize winning book, Evicted: Poverty and Profit in 

the American City (2016), explored the affordability crisis in rental housing and the prevalence and impact of 

evictions on families and poverty, especially in low-income communities (Desmond, Evicted: Poverty and Profit in 

the American City, 2016).  

Eviction data was aggregated from the census block group level for southern Chester County and area school 

districts (see Table 2). (Desmond, et al., 2018) 

  

http://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Homeless%20Education/Pages/default.aspx#tab-1
http://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Homeless%20Education/Pages/default.aspx#tab-1
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TABLE 2. EVICTIONS AND EVICTION FILINGS BY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School District Year 
Renter-Occupied 

Households Evictions 
Eviction 

Rate 
Eviction 

Filings 

Eviction 
Filing 
Rate 

Avon Grove 2007 1,424 28 1.97% 41 2.88% 
Avon Grove 2008 1,485 35 2.36% 77 5.19% 
Avon Grove 2009 1,542 29 1.88% 47 3.05% 
Avon Grove 2010 1,601 25 1.56% 54 3.37% 
Avon Grove 2011 1,647 24 1.46% 41 2.49% 
Avon Grove 2012 1,689 31 1.84% 48 2.84% 
Avon Grove 2013 1,735 43 2.48% 61 3.52% 
Avon Grove 2014 1,775 36 2.03% 60 3.38% 
Avon Grove 2015 1,819 32 1.76% 41 2.25% 
Avon Grove 2016 1,863 22 1.18% 32 1.72% 

Kennett Consolidated 2007 2,280 23 1.01% 47 2.06% 
Kennett Consolidated 2008 2,332 46 1.97% 92 3.95% 
Kennett Consolidated 2009 2,380 27 1.13% 76 3.19% 
Kennett Consolidated 2010 2,430 15 0.62% 54 2.22% 
Kennett Consolidated 2011 2,481 32 1.29% 74 2.98% 
Kennett Consolidated 2012 2,530 25 0.99% 80 3.16% 
Kennett Consolidated 2013 2,586 17 0.66% 52 2.01% 
Kennett Consolidated 2014 2,633 15 0.57% 53 2.01% 
Kennett Consolidated 2015 2,683 13 0.48% 40 1.49% 
Kennett Consolidated 2016 2,733 10 0.37% 30 1.10% 

Oxford Area 2007 1,795 58 3.23% 105 5.85% 
Oxford Area 2008 1,812 54 2.98% 85 4.69% 
Oxford Area 2009 1,828 33 1.81% 50 2.74% 
Oxford Area 2010 1,845 33 1.79% 67 3.63% 
Oxford Area 2011 1,876 46 2.45% 91 4.85% 
Oxford Area 2012 1,907 24 1.26% 70 3.67% 
Oxford Area 2013 1,941 27 1.39% 88 4.53% 
Oxford Area 2014 1,968 41 2.08% 79 4.01% 
Oxford Area 2015 2,000 40 2.00% 94 4.70% 
Oxford Area 2016 2,030 34 1.67% 78 3.84% 

Unionville-Chadds Ford 2007 1,137 15 1.32% 23 2.02% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2008 1,145 12 1.05% 20 1.75% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2009 1,146 5 0.44% 12 1.05% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2010 1,150 12 1.04% 25 2.17% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2011 1,178 7 0.59% 17 1.44% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2012 1,204 10 0.83% 20 1.66% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2013 1,234 9 0.73% 22 1.78% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2014 1,257 14 1.11% 31 2.47% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2015 1,285 9 0.70% 17 1.32% 
Unionville-Chadds Ford 2016 1,311 0 0.00% 9 0.69% 

Southern Chester County 2007 6,636 124 1.87% 216 3.25% 
Southern Chester County 2008 6,774 147 2.17% 274 4.04% 
Southern Chester County 2009 6,896 94 1.36% 185 2.68% 
Southern Chester County 2010 7,026 85 1.21% 200 2.85% 
Southern Chester County 2011 7,182 109 1.52% 223 3.10% 
Southern Chester County 2012 7,330 90 1.23% 218 2.97% 
Southern Chester County 2013 7,496 96 1.28% 223 2.97% 
Southern Chester County 2014 7,633 106 1.39% 223 2.92% 
Southern Chester County 2015 7,787 94 1.21% 192 2.47% 
Southern Chester County 2016 7,937 66 0.83% 149 1.88% 

Source: Eviction Lab, Princeton University, www.evictionlab.org. Data aggregated from census block group level. 

 

https://evictionlab.org/
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Some data and maps on the following pages are at the census tract level. Each census tract has a geographic ID 

that identifies ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ όt! Ґ άпнέύ, followed by the Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ό/ƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Ґ άлнфέΣ 5ŜƭŀǿŀǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ Ґ άлпрέύ, 

followed by the 6-digit census tract ID. The following maps show census tracts by school district, followed by maps 

showing census tract data for southern Chester County. 

 

Avon Grove School District Census Tracts 
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Kennett Consolidated School District Census Tracts 
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Oxford Area School District Census Tracts 

 

 

Unionville-Chadds Ford School District Census Tracts 

 
















































































































































